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once more, but were repulsed, during the night of February 23-
24. Another convention was signed and the Poles recovered the
town of Teschen. Another frontier question—concerning Spisz
and Orava, on the line of the Carpathians in former Hungary—
also embroiled these peoples.
POLAND AT THE PEACE CONFERENCE
On January 29, 1919, Dmowski, accompanied by Piltz, appeared
before the Supreme Council and in a speech of five hours' length,
first in French and then in English, demanded that Germany
should assign to Poland all territories the majority of whose
inhabitants were Poles, and also surrender Danzig as Poland's
sole port of access to the sea. Further, he set forth the claims of
Poland concerning her eastern frontiers.
The struggle, as it developed in the Peace Conference, was
complicated by divergences of view between Clemenceau and
Lloyd George, with Wilson holding a half-way position, respect-
ing the Polish claims. The result of Dmowski's speech was the
decision of the Supreme Council to send to Poland, to make
investigations on the spot and report, an Inter-Allied Commis-
sion; it consisted of Noulens and Niessel (France), Howard and
Wiart (England), Kernan and Lord (America), and Montagna
and Longhena (Italy). A Commission on Polish Affairs was
constituted on February 12, 1919, its members being Jules
Cambon (France), who presided, Tyrrell (England), Bowman
(America), Torretta (Italy), and Otchiai (Japan).
Wilson's Thirteenth Point postulated an independent Polish
State inhabited by indisputably Polish populations, and with a
free and secure access to the sea; it also brought in the principle
of economic necessity in favour of Poland. This point, as well as
the other thirteen, had been accepted by the Allies, the Central
Powers and the Poles. But such expressions as indisputably Polish
and economic necessity were hardly definite enough to leave no
room for differences of opinion. There were such differences, and
the Polish Delegation did its utmost to remove them. Its propa-
ganda was as persistent as it was copious; so was that, however,
of its opponents, who also loudly accused the Poles of "Imperial-

